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August 23, 2021  
  
  
Dear Wantagh Community,   
 

First and foremost, I hope our community members are healthy, safe and managing well during this 
unprecedented time. As we continue to work through the COVID-19 pandemic, we are doing everything 
we can to ensure our schools safely remain open. Our district will work with the New York State and 
Nassau County Health Departments, New York State Department of Education, and all local and 
state officials to coordinate our efforts.   
 

The COVID-19 crisis has reminded us that schools are the heart of our community, not only for learning, 
but for nutrition, safety and social-emotional well-being. Our Wantagh educators have shown they are 
flexible, skilled and creative in meeting the rapidly changing needs of students and families. As we 
implement a plan for the start of the 2021-22 school year, we have had tremendous success to date. Our 
K-6 students attended school each day for in-person instruction. Our students in grades 7-12 were on a 
hybrid instructional model until March 15, 2021, when the return to daily in-person instruction began. At 
the close of the 2020-21 school year, we were able to gather for celebratory events outdoors for moving-
up ceremonies, concerts and high school graduation.  
 
The COVID-19 vaccination rates in our community continue to rise and are our best hope to continue to 
see a return to normalcy. Our latest challenge will be managing the new Delta variant for COVID-19 that is 
spreading within our county. As a result of this more contagious variant, we have seen an increase in cases 
in Nassau County in recent weeks.  
 
I am grateful to the extraordinary team of leaders from across our district who worked diligently to craft 
this framework and continue to update our protocols and practices as guidance changed and we learned 
more about best practices. I would like to acknowledge the valuable input we received from stakeholder 
groups that include representatives from our labor groups, parents, and various community 
representatives. This plan will continue to guide our district’s response to the pandemic and assist us in 
making critical decisions that will allow us the best possible way to provide a safe education for our 
students. We also realize that this is a rapidly evolving situation and that our plans will have to remain 
flexible to meet the challenges that are ahead of us.  
 
I look forward to a healthy, safe and productive 2021-22 school year for all students. I will continue to keep 
the community updated as we navigate this challenging situation.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
John C. McNamara  
Superintendent of Schools  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
  
  
 

 
 

General Guidelines 

• All students K-12 will be in school 

• There will be no remote teaching or learning. All instruction will be in-person only. If a 

student is ill for an extended period of time, a doctor's note is required and home 

teaching will be provided. 

• Home schooling will be permitted when all of the NYS guidelines for home schooling are 

followed. 

• Masks will be required for all students and staff indoors and on school buses. 

• Classrooms and other instructional areas will attempt to allow for social distancing (3 

ft. when possible) 

• Visitors to the schools will be limited and all visitors will be required to complete 
a temperature scan and a health check.  Masks are required for all visitors. 

• Any instances of COVID infection will be reported to the Nassau County Department of 

Health and contact tracing will be conducted immediately.  In addition, parents and staff 

will be notified when there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 through weekly updates. 

• Lunch will take place outdoors and/or in classrooms, cafeterias and larger spaces which will 
allow for appropriate social distancing. 

• All athletics and extra-curricular school activities will resume in the fall as regularly scheduled.  

 

The district will: 

• Maintain safety protocols established by the NYS Health Department, the NYS 

Governor's Office and the Nassau County Department of Health 

Our Guiding Principles 
 

1. Safeguarding the health and safety of our students and staff  
2. Allowing all students to return to school in person full time in the fall   
3. Ensuring continuity of instruction for all learners in the event 
that classes are cancelled in the future to help contain the spread of 
COVID-19.  
4. Emphasize access and equity for all students as we emerge from this 
historic disruption to education.  
5. Balance the challenge of physical safety with the mental health and 
social/emotional needs of our students.   

  

 



• Maintain communication with all local and state authorities 

• Participate in contact tracing as required by state and local authorities 

• Isolate and disinfect any impacted classrooms and spaces 

• Continuously review procedures for meetings, assemblies, field trips and all large group 

gatherings 
 
  
Monitoring Community Transmission  
The district will monitor the level of COVID-19 transmission in the community at large and in the school 
community. The district will consult with local health officials and monitor community transmission, 
vaccination coverage, and occurrence of outbreaks to guide decisions on the level of layered prevention 
strategies. This is particularly significant due to the fact that students under age 12 cannot receive the 
vaccine at this time. These strategies include but are not limited to:  
 
• Consistent and correct use of masks;  
• Physical distancing;  
• Improved ventilation;  
• Proper handwashing and respiratory etiquette;  
• Staying home when sick and getting tested;  
• Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine; and  
• Routine cleaning with disinfection.  
 
Using a Metric to Monitor Cases 
The number of cases reported in Nassau County will be monitored for the level of community 
transmission. This is monitored by the number of cases reported per 100,000 residents. The scale used to 
determine low, moderate, substantial and high transmission is as follows: 
 

Rate Transmission Level 
0 to 9 Low 

10 to 49 Moderate 
50 to 99 Substantial 

>=100 High 
 
The level of prevention strategies can be adjusted as transmission levels improve.  
 
School Closure 
In the event of elevated COVID-19 cases within the school community and community at large, the Nassau 
County Health Department may order a school closure for a period of time. In the event that occurs, the 
school will transition to a remote learning model. All students will follow the remote learning schedule 
issued at the start of the school year.  
 

Promoting Behaviors that Reduce the Spread  
 
There are several strategies that Wantagh UFSD will use to encourage behaviors that reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. All these items will be critical to assist the district in maintaining an environment that will allow 
in-person  
  
Staying Home When Sick and Getting Tested  



Students and staff should stay home if they are showing signs and symptoms of infectious illness, including 
COVID-19, and get tested. Parents/guardians are encouraged to screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to 
their child attending school each day. Students and staff should get tested when symptoms are compatible 
with COVID-19, as this will help with rapid contact tracing and prevent the spread of COVID-19 at school.  
 

 
 
 
Contact Tracing 
The district will coordinate with the Nassau County Department of Health to conduct contact tracing. 
Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more 
over a 24-hour period is considered a close contact. An infected person can spread COVID-19 starting 
from 2 days before they have any symptoms (or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days before the positive 
specimen collection date), until they meet criteria for discontinuing home isolation. Close contacts 
must be quarantined. In the K-12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes 
students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student if both the infected student and the 
exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire time.  This 
exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in the indoor classroom setting. 
Quarantine is also excluded for asymptomatic people who have been fully vaccinated or who were 
previously diagnosed with COVID- 19 within the last three months and are still asymptomatic. 
 
People who are fully vaccinated do NOT need to quarantine after contact with someone who had COVID-
19 unless they have symptoms. However, fully vaccinated people should get tested 3-5 days after their 



exposure, even if they do not have symptoms, and wear a mask indoors in public for 14 days following 
exposure or until their test result is negative.  
 
Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette  
Staff will teach and reinforce handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and increase 
monitoring to ensure adherence among students and staff. Signs will be displayed in every bathroom and 
near every sink area with this reminder.  Hand sanitizer dispensers have been placed in every classroom for 
regular use by students and staff. Staff and students should cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue. Used 
tissues should be thrown in the trash and hands washed immediately with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds or use hand sanitizer.   

  
Masks 
Masks will be worn by staff and students when they are indoors. Appropriate face covering breaks will be 
provided in outdoor areas. If a student does not have a mask, one will be provided to them. Masks are 
meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected but does not have symptoms.  
 
 
Maintaining a Healthy Environment for All Students and Staff  
 
It will be critical to maintain a healthy environment for all students and staff.  
 
Cleaning and Disinfecting  
Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces (e.g., door handles, sink handles) within the school and on 
school buses at least daily or between use as much as possible. Use of shared objects (e.g., gym or physical 
education equipment, art supplies, toys, games) will be limited when possible, or cleaned between use. 
 Drinking fountains will remain closed. Bottle fillers will remain open.  Custodial staff will adhere to a more 
rigorous cleaning and disinfecting schedule for each school that will be provided to them each week. Staff 
responsible for cleaning will be regularly trained and retrained.  Buses will be disinfected daily at the end 
of each day.  
 

  
Ventilation  
All ventilation systems are in proper working order and will be regularly checked and maintained.  
Increased circulation of outdoor air will be done as much as possible, as long as it does not pose any safety 
and health risks to students.  
 
 
Physical Barriers  
Physical barriers have been installed in reception areas, main offices, health offices and food service lines 
to protect students and staff in these higher traffic areas in which it may be difficult to maintain six feet 
distancing. Desk shields have been removed from all classroom spaces.  
 
Communal Spaces  
Cafeteria seating will be reconfigured to maintain appropriate social distancing while students eat. Barriers 
will be put in place in eating areas. Outdoor tented eating areas have been created at every school to 
increase capacity. Bathroom occupancy will be limited to maintain social distancing. Touchless faucets 
have been installed in all communal bathrooms across the district.  
 
  



  
 
 
 
 
  

Maintaining Healthy Operations for Students and Staff  
 
Protections for Children at Higher Risk for Severe Illness from COVID-19  
Students at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19 will be offered options to best accommodate them 
during this time.  
 
 
Classroom Layout  
Student desks will be placed three feet apart in the classroom when possible. A hand sanitizing station has 
been placed in every classroom.  
   
Transportation 
All students are always required to wear a mask on school transportation. Students will not be permitted 
to ride any bus other than their assigned bus for any reason.  
 
Athletics, Extracurricular Activities and Field Trips  
All school events that involve gatherings will take place as scheduled on the school calendar. However, 
they are subject to change based on changing conditions in the community.   
 
Designated COVID-19 Point of Contact  
The nurse in every building will be designated the COVID-19 Point of Contact. In addition, the district level 
COVID-19 contact and contact tracing coordinator is Tracy Brady, RN 679-6300. Consistent with applicable 
law and privacy policies, staff and students’ families will be required to self-report to the school nurse if 
they or their student have symptoms of COVID-19, a positive test for COVID-19, or were exposed to 
someone with COVID-19 within the last 14 days.  
 
Communication Systems  
The School Messenger system will be used by district and building administration to communicate with all 
families in the district on a regular basis via email and phone calls. The district will notify staff, families, and 
the public of school closures and any restrictions in place to limit COVID-19 exposure. The district will work 
with the Nassau County Health Department to generate notification letters to students and staff with high 
risk of exposure to someone that has a confirmed case of COVID-19.  
  
Support Coping and Resilience   
Supporting student and staff social-emotional well-being during this time will be critical. Regular meetings 
of each school’s child study team will include discussions about students that may require additional 
mental health support during this crisis.   
  
Preparing for When Someone Gets Sick  
Staff and students with COVID-19 symptoms (such as fever, cough, or shortness of breath) at school will be 
referred to the health office. Individuals who are sick should go home or to a healthcare facility depending 
on how severe their symptoms. They will be provided with required quarantine information to isolate 



themselves during the specified period. The district will coordinate with the Nassau County Department of 
Health for contact tracing when a confirmed case is identified.  
 
Confirmed COVID-19 Case Protocols 
A confirmed positive case of COVID-19 for a student or staff member will result in immediate quarantine 
and the initiation of contact tracing. All of those deemed to be a close contact of the positive individual will 
be required to quarantine and the district will coordinate with the Nassau County Department of Health. 
Notification will be sent to individuals that have had a close contact with the individual with a confirmed 
positive case.  
 
 
Food Service  
Food service will be provided for all students. Where practical, some students may have lunch in their 
classroom settings and meals will be delivered to those locations. Additional outdoor tented eating areas 
have been established at each school to increase capacity. Appropriate considerations have been made for 
students with food allergies to account for eating in classrooms.  
 
 
Addressing Technology Needs Across the District  
The district provided all students in grades K-12 with a Chromebook for the 2021-22 school year. The 
district will continue to use Schoology as the learning management system to provide students with access 
to materials virtually.  
 
Large Group Meetings/Gatherings 
All large group meetings will follow the most up to date guidelines provided by local health officials based 
on the conditions within our community.  
 
 
Resources 
 

New York State Education Department Reopening Guidance 2021 

Nassau County Health Department Reopening Guidance 2021 

CDC School Reopening Guidance 2021 

American Academy of Pediatrics 2021 School Reopening Recommendations 

New York State Academy of Pediatrics Chapter 2 Letter 

 

https://www.wantaghschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_26778884/File/Health%20and%20Safety%20Guide%20for%20the%202021-2022%20School%20Year.pdf
https://www.wantaghschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_26778884/File/School%20COVID-19%20Letter%202021AUG11.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2021/american-academy-of-pediatrics-updates-recommendations-for-opening-schools-in-fall-2021/
https://www.wantaghschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_26778884/File/AAPNY2_Superintendent_SchoolOpening_COVID_080421.pdf

